A simple staining method for cryptosporidian oocysts and sporozoites.
A useful staining method for detection of cryptosporidian oocysts and sporozoites was developed and described. The modified Kohn's one-step staining technique with an additional modification, i.e., longer staining time and higher staining temperature than those originally described, was tested on fecal smears from cats infected with Cryptosporidium sp. By this improved staining procedure, the oocyst appeared as a slightly oval body containing four internal sporozoites colored blue to blue-gray. The oocyst wall was stained dark green to black. The morphological feature of the oocyst was recognized much more clearly by this staining technique than by such currently used techniques as acid-fast and Giemsa staining. This staining procedure proved to be simple and less costly and to secure a good preservation.